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Last  minute  addition  to  the  Women  in  Business  listings  - 

Vanity  Press 
P.0.  Box  15064 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30333 

With  the  release  January  I  of  two  books  of  poems  by  Atlanta  women. 
Vanity  Press  began  operations  as  one  of  the  few  publishers  of  poetry 
and  fiction  in  the  Southeast.  Poetry:  Yesterday Ts  Ki I  I  by  Lydia 
Anne  Moore  and  Ultimate  Dare  by  Sonya  Jones.  Soon  to  be  released 
a  novel:  The  Legacy  by  Sonya  Jones. 

Sojourner 

1210  Pickens  Street 
Columbia,  South  Carolina  29201 

Women fs  bookstore,  etc. 
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from  us: 


southern  fem i n i st  connect i on  was  short  I i ved  but  we  have  made  a 
small  dent  in  the  lack  of  communication  between  southern  feminists. 
You  are  not  alone  -  we  are  a  I  I  around  you. 

Our  listings  in  this  d i rectory  are  much  expanded  and  yet  still 
do  not  touch  the  surface  of  southern  feminist  groups.  The 
length  of  the  listing  depended  solely  on  the  information  we 
had  available.  Many  of  the  groups  -  particularly  businesses  - 
contributed  financially  to  sf c  which  helped  tremendously  with 
our  sagging  financial  situation.  Most  of  the  iistings  are 
southern  groups  but  we  did  list  northern  groups  when  we 
could  not  find  a  similar  resource  in  the  southern  area. 

Many  of  you  who  wrote  to  us  during  our  last  few  months  of 
confusion,  did  not  receive  a  reply.  You  will,  however  find 
your  group  listed,  sf c  does  not  plan  at  present  to  go  back 
into  publication.  We  will,  however  keep  a  fiie  of  correspondence 
and  should  you  be  looking  for  other  feminists  in  your  area  -  we 
will  be  glad  to  forward  any  information  we  have.  Our  present 
address  will  remain  active  for  at  least  another  year  and  we  would 
really  enjoy  hearing  from  you  and  helping  in  whatever  way  we  can. 

If  you  are  a  bookstore;  bulk  copies  (5  or  more)  of  this  d i rectory 
are  available.  The  cost  will  be  50 €  each  on  bulk  orders.  The 
same  is  true  for  women’s  groups,  etc.  that  wish  to  order  in 
bulk. 


southern  feminists  -  activate! 


As  the  southern  feminist  connection  struggled  to  find  as  many 
feminist  groups  in  our  region  as  possible  we  began  to  see  where 
the  major  gaps  were  and  the  problems.  First  and  foremost  is  the 
lack  of  a  we  I  I -supported  Southern  feminist  publication  that 
really  deals  with  the  needs  and  information  for  southerners. 
sfc  attempted  to  fill  that  gap  but  finances  took  their  toll  and 
we  could  not  continue.  Northern/Northeastern  publications  do 
not  take  the  work  of  Southern  sisters  seriously  until  they 
move  North.  We  ourselves  tend  to  look  North  for  what  is 
happening  instead  of  making  it  happen  here  or  supporting 
groups  here.  Our  communication  problem  is  stifling  and  a 
serious  detriment  to  our  ability  to  give  and  get  support. 


Another  serious  lack  is  health  information.  The  number  of 
feminist  self-help  groups  is  minimal  compared  to  the  population. 
The  resultant  ignorance  about  our  bodies  and  our  health  care 
rights  keeps  us  dependent  on  Southern  male  doctors  to  control 
the  health  and  functioning  of  our  bodies.  When  a  head  honcho 
at  the  FDA  (Food  and  Drug  Administration)  can  go  on  national  tele¬ 
vision  and  say  the  Daikon  Shield  was  reapproved  for  distribution 
because  they  found  no  more  deaths  re  I  area  to  it  than  any  orher 
IUD;  when  doctors  can  state  that  emotional  problems  are  an 
acceptable  reason  for  hysterectomies;  when  women  all  over  the 
country  are  developing  cancers,  liver  disease,  and  even  dying 
from  the  use  of  birth  control  pills;  when  black  and  welfare 
mothers  in  South  Carolina  are  forced  into  sterilizations  they 
don’t  want;  why  have  we  remained  quiet?  We  must  begin  now  to 
keep  ourselves  and  our  sisters  safe  from  insensitive  and 
unethical  behavior  of  some  doctors. 


Another  serious  problem  ignored  not  only  here  but  just  starting  to 
be  approached  elsewhere,  is  women’s  mental  health.  Why  are  we  a  I  I 
neuro+'C;  Why  are  women  by  far  the  largest  group  treated  and 
hospitalized  for  menta I  illness?  Mental  hospitals  are  the  prisons 
for  women;  psychiatrists,  the  parole  officers.  And  yet,  we  shut 
our  eyes.  Lesbians  are  sick;  crying  women  are  neurotic;  menapausa 
women  -  well,  you  know  how  they  are  (look  at  your  mother).  Oh, 
but  not  many  women  are  really  affected  -  just  me,  Meg  Christian, 
another  woman  in  my  CR  group,  Anne  Sexton,  and  mi  I  I  ions  of 
others  alone  in  hospital  rooms,  killing  themselves  (victims) 
for  the  lack  of  answers,  support,  understanding.  How  many  people 
do  you  know  who  have  faced  these  problems? 


And,  what  about  the  prisons?  Joann  Little’s  trial  and  incar¬ 
ceration  were  prime  examples  of  what  happens  to  Southern  women  wno 
are  black  or  in  some  other  .say  to  not  ’’deserve1’  the  pedestal  of 
the  southern  gentleman.  Wren  over  half  of  the  women  imprisonea 
in  this  country  are  because  of  prostitution  and  prostitution  relat 
charges,  why  are  their  facilities  even  less  adequate  than  those 
provided  for  men  guilty  cf  serious  violent  crimes.  Women’s 
facilities  cannot  even  be  compared  to  those  provided  for  the 
Watergate  criminals.  Action  for  Forgotten  Women  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
has  made  a  tremendous  effort  to  get  the  state  women’s  correctional 
institute  at  least  a  heal  try  environment  where  women  can  at  least 
come  out  in  decent  physical  condition.  Our  whole  region  is  prone 


to  placing  women  in  all  male  institutions  and  restraining  her  to 
her  cel  I  because  of  the  men.  The  entirety  of  the  problem  of  in¬ 
carcerated  women  and  women  after  their  release  has  not  even  begun 
to  surface. 


Other  areas  are  all  suffering  from  the  Mdo-gooderM  Christian  ethic 
in  this  here  the  Bible  Belt.  Rape  Centers  specializing  in  tea  and 
sympathy  instead  of  self  defense  and  internal  strength  for  the 
future,  canned  food  for  Christmas  instead  of  jobs  for  mothers, 
private  Christian  schools  so  the  rich  need  not  be  bused  and  the 
rich  get  good  educations,  a  minister’s  shoulder  for  the  beaten 
wife  and  the  wife  whose  husband  skips  and  leaves  her  with  debts 
and  children,  mental  health  centers  for  dykes  and  other  strange 
women  that  are  run  by  upper  class  male  doctors,  and,  of  course, 
Birth  Right  and  Phyllis  Shaffley  saving  ’’god’s”  (men’s)  children 
but  don’t  have  anything  to  say  about  hope  for  the  mother’s  future 
(the  Virgin  Mary  got  by  -  but  she  had  a  husband!) 


Our  work  has  only  begun.  The  good  ole’  boys  are  still  laughing 
up  their  sleeves  at  those  crazy  girls  who  don’t  know  what’s  good 
for  them  and  who  just  need  a  good  lay.  Why  even  our  black 
’’brother”  Larry  Little  says  to  me  that  some  man  probably  just 
hurt  me  real  bad  and  that’s  what’s  wrong  with  me.  But  the  South 
shall  rise  again.  She  is  boiling  in  troubled  closets  and  when  the 

doors  open . 


"I  Want  to  Make  the  Language  Scream” 

A  Review  of  A  SEXUAL  TOUR  OF  THE  DEEP 

SOUTH  by  Rosemary  Daniel  I 

The  South  has  long  been  regarded  (and  felt)  as  a  section  apart, 
a  true  region  in  its  own  right,  set  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
nation  by  its  history,  traditions  and  geography.  In  an  odd  way, 
a  sense  of  strength  is  derived  from  this  isolation,  as  well  as  the 
weakness  inherent  in  any  such  division.  Southern  identity  is  a 
strong  force,  its  people  rooted  in  their  landscape,  upbringing 
and  history. 

Perhaps  due  to  this  strength  and  to  the  long-established  traditions 
of  Southern  womanhood,  the  feminist  movement  has  not  taken  hold  and 
flourished  here  as  much  as  it  has  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
There  are  spots  of  promising  activity  here  and  there,  but  on  the 
whole,  the  region  is  not  one  which  has  generated  a  strong  Women’s 
Movement,  in  any  activist  sense.  Related  to  this,  perhaps,  is  the 
state  of  women’s  writing  in  the  South  today.  It  exists,  and  in 
certain  scattered  areas  it  flourishes,  but  somehow  there  is  not 
a  strong  feeling  of  soiicarity,  of  regional  achievement  and 
progress.  The  universities  here  have  been  slower  and  fewer  to 
establish  Women’s  Studies  arograms  and  Southern  feminists  (such 
as  myself)  have  to  work  a  lot  harder  to  connect  themselves  into 
the  national  network  of  women-or i ented  publications  and  activities. 

A  breaki ng-away  from  this  trend  is  found  in  the  recent  publication 
of  a  collection  of  poems  by  Atlantan  Rosemary  Daniel  I,  published 
by  Hoit,  Rinehart  &  Winston,  and  available  in  paperback  at  $3.95 
and  hardcover  at  $6.95.  Titled  A  SEXUAL  TOUR  OF  THE  DEEP  SOUTH, 
the  volume  is  precisely  that  and  much  more  as  well.  Georgian  roots 
go  deep--and  like  the  ever-entwining  kudzu  vine  mentioned  in  several 
poems,  they  entangle  as  they  entwine.  There  is  a  strong  sense  of 
plant  life  in  these  poems  (as  there  is  in  everyday  Southern  .  I  i v mg ) - 
one  feels  the  deep  moist  soii,  entangling  roots,  fertile  foliage, 
organic  growth,  both  metaphorically  and  literally.  It  is  a  life- 
givinc  region,  moist,  fertile,  and  humid. 

Of  course,  that  same  humidity  and  fertility  serve  as  a  blanket,  an 
enveloping  smothering  sogginess  which  covers  us  in  lassitude  several 
months  out  of  the  year.  We  have  to  struggle  against  it  to  move,  at 
times,  even  to  breathe.  From  the  pcem,  ’’Dec  I arat ion  Day  (July  4  in 
Georgia,  1969);” 


” I n  the  south 

can  be  no  I ndependence  Day — 
lethargy  strangles  like  kudzu, 
covers  my  sex  as  I  sleep,  as 
I  lie  beside  you  unwilling, 
dreaming  how  I  will  speak — 
o  to  open  my  mouth  will  take 
an  air  not  in  this  place — 
for  here  at  dawn  the  hum 
of  crickets  is  a  blanket — 
yes,  to  move  will  take 
the  courage  of  a  revolution — 

to  hurt,  to  cut  through  snakes.”  p.  79 

The  nature  metaphors  will  probably  be  overlooked  in  discussions  of 
this  book.  For  some  of  its  other  aspects  are  so  strong  as  to  be 
brutal  and  may  simply  knock  readers  over  the  head.  At  first 
reading,  I  felt  I  had  been  assaulted.  It  takes  a  second  and  a 
third  reading  to  realize  that  time  and  removal  are  needed  to 
assimilate  and  absorb  these  poe^s  without  shock.  T^e  amount 
of  blood  flowing  through  these  poems,  the  feminist  rage,  the 
bitterness  of  divorce,  the  resentment  felt  by  a  mature  woman  looking 
back  on  a  Southern  girlhood,  properly  role-cast  ar.d  frilled,  complete 
with  lace  and  magnolia  blossoms,  sayin’  "Sir”  and  "ma’am”  etc. 
combine  to  make  a  very  forceful  effect.  There  will  be  no  more 
curtseying  for  Rosemary  Daniel  I .  Readers  who  are  familiar  with  the 
new  freedom  of  expression  found  in  contemporary  women’s  writing 
will  be  at  ease,  but  those  unused  to  feminist  candor  and  total 
honesty  in  poetry  will  be  in  for  a  surprise. 

The  language  is  extremely  powerful  and  not  what  Southerners  are 
accustomed  to  seeing  on  a  printed  page.  Especially  a  page  of 
poems,  especially  a  page  of  poems  by  a  "lady.”  As  Rosemary 
Daniel  I  told  me  in  a  recent  interview,  ”1  want  to  make  the 
language  scream."  She  has  succeeded. 

Other  women  writers  are  saying  things  like  this: 


"My  mother  had  nests  of  live  rats 
in  her  desk  drawers,  never 
wiped  her  cunt  when  she  pissed 
even  before  going  to  Garden 
Club.  I  carry  on  as  she  did, 
encouraging  mildew  &  dust — 
blotting  my  lipstick  on  bills — 

p.  I  I 


how  messy  I  am,  how  unkempt, 
how  I i ke  a  sieve,  as  at  noon 
my  peignoir  open  &  loose — 
my  nail  polish  full  of  holes — 

I  open  the  door  &  he’s  stuck! 

— a  fly  on  flypaper — held  p.  13 

by  my  Revlon,  my  stench — "  *  from  "Housekeeping" 

But  those  writers  live  and  write  in  Boston,  San  Francisco,  or 
Detroit,  etc.  And  ’’good  Southern  girls"  don’t  write  poems  with 
titles  like  "Cystitis"  and  "The  I ntra-Uter i ne  Device."  But  real 
grown-up  Southern  women  do,  and  tn i s  one  has.  This  book  is  a 
f  i  rst .  1 1  rea  My  is. 

Aside  from  the  message,  shock  value,  and  regional  significance, 

A  SEXUAL  TOUR  OF  THE  DEEP  SOUTH  is  noteworthy  for  its  skill  and 
technique  as  well.  Her  use  of  the  juxtaposition  of  italics  and 
set-off  phrases  is  especially  good.  In  my  opinion,  the  poems 
"A  Week  in  February,"  "Radical  Surgery,”  and  "Lying  There"  use  this 
structure  most  effectively.  During  our  interview,  I  asked  her  about’ 
the  italicized  stanzas  and  she  replied  that  they  are  meant  to 
represent  the  sub-conscious  feelings  and  reactions,  and  not  necessaril 
to  be  read  out  loud.  However,  she  ~as  experiemnted  with  reading  the 
italicized  portions  on  tape,  then  playing  them  back  while  reading 
the  "regular  columns  aloud.  The  "regular"  printed  column  is 
"leant  to  stand  by  itself  as  a  poem,  and  does;  but  is  we  I  I  — 
amplified  by  the  addition  of  the  italicized  phrases. 

“or  example,  in  the  poem  ’’Lying  There:” 


’The  deer  love  to  be  hunted’ 


"Lying  There” 


I  set  the  alarm 
take  off  my  workshirt, 
pull  up  the  sheet; 
you  turn  off  the  light, 
your  arm  holds  my  neck, 
my  hair  wets  your  T- 
shirt,  you  say  something 
rough;  ”1  smell  shampoo... 
Stillness.  Till  you 
tug  away  quilts,  lift 
to  hump  the  fat  of 
my  thigh.  Pull  up 
my  legs,  push  my  knees 
toward  my  skull.  Now 
your  blunt  flesh  probes 
the  slippery  wall, 
your  fingers  part 
my  lips,  your  body 
like  a  fist  slips, 
plunges,  Your  wrists 
force  my  thighs  till 
the  muscles  bloom; 
through  the  flame  of 
stretched  red,  I  feel 
vour  jabs,  your  final 
grunts,  your  nose 
burrows  my  collarbone; 
stranded,  unseeing, 
crying,  I  stare 
at  black  leaves  through 
the  half- closed  pane. 


James  Dickey 


a  test  tube,  a  glass 


the  qu I ver  around 
the  asshole  of 
the  hiding  doe 


a  d i ece  of  I i ver 
a  rotten  p I um 
a  hog’s  vulva 
a  Georgia  swamp 
a  cave,  a  cloaca 
an  0  beneath  feathers 


the  shotgun  jerks 
toward  the  cotton  tail 
of  the  frozen  female 

her  paralyzed  thighs 
the  shattered  vessel 


To  me,  poems  of  such  intensity  as  this  are  especially  affecting  when 
read  aloud.  To  listen  to  her  deep  soft  quiet  voice  with  its  mellow 
and  rounded  Southern  accent,  I  felt--from  suprise —  a  double  impact. 


Another  interesting  technical  structure  is  that  the  book’s  four 
sections  are  placed  backwards  chronologically.  They  begin  with 
’’Radical  Surgery,”  then  ’’The  Amazon’s  Daughter,”  to  ’’Blood  Sherbert,” 
and  then  conclude  with  ”A  Sexual  Tour  of  the  Deep  South”  itself;  five 


poems  using  the  most  colloquial  Southern  rhetoric  and  phrasing 
of  all  the  groups.  For  readers  unfamiliar  with  many  of  the  places 
and  terms,  these  will  serve  as  a  fine  introduction  to  the  region  and 
her  ambivalence  towards  it.  Ambivalence  for,  like  the  kudzu,  the 
South  both  nourishes  the  root  and  entwines  the  growth  until  stran¬ 
gulation  point.  Readers  who  have  known  the  South  will  recognize  the 
familiar  patterns  of  upbringing  and  expectations,  detailed  very 
poignantly  in  "Before  the  Fall,”  the  wedding  she  fantasized  as  a 
twelve-year  old,  the  bassinet  soon  to  follow...  These  poems  are 
"the  me  I  could  have  been"  as  she  said  in  our  interview  (and  the 
"me"  she  evidently  once  was).  One  rejoices  that  she  overcame  these 
expectations  and  their  limits  to  approach  her  full  development  as  a 
free-speaking  talent. 

One  final  note  to  add,  for  those  who  might  be  asking  what  makes 
this  book  different  from  any  other  recent  collection  of  poems  by 
a  woman.  Added  to  the  striking  contemporary  language  and  vitally 
exciting  phrasing,  is  the  further  development  of  the  androgynous 
state  pointed  to,  and  hinted  at,  in  so  many  of  today’s  women’s  poems. 
Flere  the  male  and  female  cnaracter  i  st  i  cs  go  beyond  "biological 
destiny"  through  a  kind  of  I iterary  sex-change  operation. 

Daniel  I  is  fascinated  by  gender  and  how  it  is  culturally  and 
sociologically  determined.  Her  "farthest"  poems  (in  terms  of 
their  reach)  achieve  a  fusion  into  the  Ultimate  Androgyne. 

They  do  it,  most  strikingly,  with  the  creation  of  a  herma¬ 
phroditic  Christ  figure.  And  the  language  used  in  achieving  this 
is  stunning  indeed. 

For  example,  in  the  poem  "Liturgy,"  the  image  builds  slowly 
from  a  description  of  watching  a  Catholic  Mass  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  in  New  York,  tnrough  a  sub-conscious  italicized  portion 
"for  us  she  allows’  Herself  to  be  bruised/  crushed  the  nails/ 
to  enter  Her  flesh...."  through  to  the  dramatic  culmination: 

"  &  standing  behind 
the  pews  I  knew 
what  every  woman 
there  knew  &  what 
the  Pope  never  has 
nor  Freud  nor  Henry 
Miller  nor  N i xon 
nor  William  Buckl ey 
nor  Norman  Mailer-- 
though  maybe  Mick 


Jagger  in  I  i  pst i ck — 
that  it’s  not  the  up¬ 
raised  arms  beard 

biceps:  the  power 
to  push  us  into 

stirrups  over  bath¬ 
tubs  under  thumbs 

we  worship  but  what 
i ies  beneath  Her 
stained-glass  skirts: 
cunt  ovaries  womb: 
the  swollen  secret 
I i ps  the  soft  pink 
tits  of  Jesus  our 

hermaphrod i te  our 
Sister  on  the  Cross. 


These  poems  are  now.  They  are  also  the  future. 


by  Diane  O’Donne  I  I 


// 


In  Defense  of  Poetry 

Poetry  is  for  women 
like  gold-thread  embroidery, 
it  takes  the  smallest  stitches 
to  make  the  work  invisible, 
and  all  to  clothe  the  hero, 
to  make  the  shirt  he  wears. 

The  hero  rides  a  fire  horse 
up  the  Glass  Mountain 
and  carries  off  the  princess 
imprisoned  at  the  top. 

The  hero  kills  enchanters 
and  dragons  and  monsters 
and  huge  entire  armies 
before  he  goes  to  bed. 

One  day  the  princess 
takes  the  magic  shirt  off, 
undoes  the  small  embroidery 
and  sews  some  buttons  on. 

Next  Saturday  the  hero 
goes  off  to  fight  a  dragon, 
and  no  one  ever  finds  him 
(except  a  heap  of  ashes 
which  they  suppose  he  was). 

Now  there  are  no  more  women 
to  do  such  small  embroidery 
and  there  are  no  more  hercs 
to  wear  the  shirts  they  sew. 

And  only  one  princess 
upon  the  Glass  Mountain 
and  one  old  enchanter 
to  hold  her  in  his  snare. 


SFC  LISTINGS 


southern  publications 


A I  I  Together  NOW 

North  Carolina,  Greensboro,  and  NOW  news 
subscr i pt ions :  $2.50  per  year 

write:  Greensboro  NOW 
p.o.  box  525 

Greensboro,  North  Carolina  27402 


D i staff 

newsforum  for  southern  women... stop  into  their  Children’s 
Clothing  Exchange  and  Bookstore,  4011  Magazine  St. 
subscriptions:  $3.00  per  year 

write:  p.o.  box  15639 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175 

(write  first  -  rumor  has  it  that  our  only  southern  feminis 
newspaper  has  gone  out  of  business.) 

A  Fenlnary 

news  and  views  of  North  Carolina  women 
b  i  week  I y 

subscriptions:  $5.00  per  year 
write:  p.o.  box  954 

Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina  27514 

Gav-La 

D.O.B.  and  Lesbian  news  in  Louisiana 
write:  D.O.B. 

p.o.  box  52113 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70152 

Jackson  Women’s  Coalition  Newsletter 

particularly  of  interest  to  Mississippi  women 
subscriptions:  $1.00  per  year 

write:  p.o.  box  3234 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39207 

Lesbian  Front 

Mississippi  Lesbians  including  the  Roving  Dyke  Report! 
write:  Lesbian  Front 

p.o.  box  8342 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39204 


southern  publications  (con’t) 


Po i ntb 1 ank  Times 

news,  analysis,  poetry  from  a  lesbian/feminist  perspective  - 
focusing  on  Texas 
subscriptions:  $3.00  per  year 

write:  p.o.  box  14643 

Houston,  Texas  77021 

Virginia:  Woman  Activist 

women’s  rights  legislative  information 
subscriptions:  $10.00  per  year 

write:  2310  Barbour  Road 

Falls  Church,  Virginia  22043 

also  available  at  $1.00  each  is  the  Woman  Activist  Guide  to 
Precinct  Politics,  1976 

Whole  Women ’s  Caro  1'oque 

a  beautifully  done  and  exciting  informational  resource  for 
North  Carolina  women  part icu I ar I y .  $3.00 

write:  p.o.  box  954 

Chape  I  Hill,  N .C .  275 i 4 


women’s  centers 


Florida 


Women’s  Center 
1825  Hendricks  Ave. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  32207 

Women’s  Center 
1208  W.  Platt 
Tampa,  Fla.  33606 

Center  for  Continuing  Education  of  Women 
Florida  Junior  College  at  Jacksonville 
940  N.  Main  St. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  32202 


O 


women’s  centers  (con’t) 


Kentucky 

Women’s  Center  of  Lexington 
161  N.  Mill 

Lexington,  Ky.  40507 
Lou i s i ana 


Loyola  University  Women’s  Center 
6363  St.  Charles  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70118 

North  Caro  I  ?  na 

A  Woman's  Place 
I  I  0  Henderson  St . 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27514 

Charlotte  Women's  Center 
1615  Lyndhurst  Ave . 

Charlotte,  N.C.  28203 

Women’s  Center 

Durham  YWCA 

515  W.  Chape  I  Hill  St. 

Durham,  N.C. 

Women’s  Resource  Center 
Greensboro  YWCA 
Greensboro,  N.C.  27402 

Texas 

Houston  Women’s  Center 
3602  Milam 

Houston,  Texas  77002 


Appalachian  Women's  Rights  Organization 

In  Kentucky:  Box  9,  Craynor,  Ky .  41614  or 

Box  68,  Pippa  Passes,  Ky.  44844 
In  Vi rg i n i a :  Counc i I  of  the  Southern  Mounta i ns 

Drawer  N,  Clintwood,  Va.  24228 

Atlanta  Feminist  Action  Alliance 

p.o.  box  54717 
Civic  Center  Station 
Atlanta,  Ga.  30308 

Center  for  the  History  of  American  Needlework 
5660  Beacon  St. 

Pit+sburgh,  Pa.  15217 

Chapel  Hill  Peace  Center 

108  Purefoy  Road 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27514 

Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  Chapter  of 

The  New  American  Movement 
c/o  126  Justice  St. 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27514 

Evangelical  Women's  Caucus 

c/o  3315  Hennepin  Ave. 

Ml nneapo I  is, ' Mi nn .  55408 

Jackson  Women Ts  Coalition 
p.o.  box  3234 
Jackson,  Miss.  39207 

Lexington  Socialist  Feminist  Union 

p.o.  box  7 i 5  I 
Lexington,  Ky .  40502 

Petersburg  Socialist  Feminists 

p.o.  box  1618 
Petersburg,  Va.  23803 

Radical  Feminist  Union  of  Charlottesville 

c/o  2135  Tarleton  Dr. 

Charlottesville,  Va .  22901 


organizations  (con’t) 

_ toJ -  ■  ■  — — . —  -  — . —  - - 


Wilmington  Women Ts  Group 
c/o  448  S.  23rd  St. 
wilmington,  N.C.  28401 

women Ts  International  League  for  Peace  and  Freedom 

Chapel  Hill-Durham  Branch 
p.o.  box  762 

Chape  I  Hill,  N.C.  27514 


Chapel  H ? I  I -Carrboro  Rape  Crisis  Center 

р. o.  box  871 

Chape!  Hill,  N.C.  27514 

Parham  Rape  Crisis  Center 

с. o.  box  2491 
Parham,  N.C.  27705 

-ouston  Rape  Crisis  Coalition 

3602  Milam 

-ouston,  Texas  77002 

.exington  Rape  Crisis  Center 

c/o  161  N.  Mill 
_exington,  Ky.  40507 

New  Orleans  Women  Against  Rape 

c/o  Distaff 

c.o.  box  15639 

New  Orleans,  La.  70175 

N.C.  Rape  Crisis  Association 

c.o.  box  274 
Creenville,  N.C.  27834 

~ape  Center 
c.o.  box  5255 
I-^eensboro,  N.C.  27402 


rape  (conTt) 


Rape  Information  Service 

Bennett  House 
221  Wiley  St. 

Morqantown,  W.Va. 

Rape  Research 

_ _ - . -  -  .  „ . — 

Dept,  of  Psychology 
University  of  Alabama 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  35486 


hea I th 


Durham  Women *s  Health  Cooperative 

Central  YWCA 

515  W.  Chapel  Hi  I  i  St. 

Durham,  N.C.  27701 

Feminist  Women’s  Health  Center 
1200  W.  Platt 
Tampa,  Fla.  33606 

Triad  Self  Help  Resource  Group 

c/o  p.o.  box  5081 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27103 

Woman  developing  health  education  program  for  women  and  children 
in  rura I  areas  wou Id  like  to  hear  about  work  done  in  similar 
situations.  J.  Shapiro,  Drawer  A.  Yukon,  W .  '/a.  24899 

(from  HealthRight) 


women  in  pribon 


Action  for  Forgotten  Women 
1601  Sedgefield  St.,  Apt.  E 
Durham,  N.C.  27705 


Dessie  X  Woods  and  Cheryl  Todd 


Defense  Organization,  In 


|V^  • 


P.O.  box  1935 
Atlanta,  Ga .  30301 


one  of  New  York’s  top  women's  bands,  medusa  muzic  usually  plays 
~or  women’s  audiences  but  plays  for  mixed  groups  as  well.  If 
you  would  like  to  hire  medusa  muzic  write: 

(lyric  sheets  or  a  tape  available) 

Box  41 5A,  Rt.  2 
Hawthorne,  Fla.  32640 


~crna  tried 

a  south  Carolina  ail  women's  band 
write:  c/o  1210  Pickens  St. 

Columbia,  S.C.  29201 


mus  i  c 


o 1 i v  ia  records 
Box  70237 

Los  Angeles,  California  90070 


Olivia  Records  is  a  new  national  women’s  recording  company.  It  was 
the  result  of  a  decision  made  by  that  group  to  create  a  business 
which  would  service  the  needs  of  women  -  one  in  which  women  could 
be  paid  for  doing  the  kind  of  work  we  wanted  to.  We  decided  to 
produce  records  because  we  knew  that  a  feminist  enterprise  should 
create  a  product  that  women  wanted  and  needed.  Distributed  by 
Olivia  Records  includes:  Meg  Christian,  I  Know  You  Know  album, 
tape,  songbook;  Kay  Gardner,  Moonc i rcl es  a  I  bum;  Chris  Williamson, 

The  Changer  and  the  Changed,  album  and  tape. 

"V 

southern  distributors  are: 


Cathy,  N.  Augusta,  S.C. 
803-279-7274 

Bonnie,  Austin,  Texas 
512-477-7438 

Mary,  Washington,  D.C. 
202-546-7292 

Fan,  Atlanta,  Ga . 
404,876-5913 

Hyatt/Brown,  Durham,  N.C. 
919-682-5198 

Lynette,  New  Orleans,  La. 
504-891-7991 


Caro  I ee/Bonn i e 
Star  Route  Box  90-A 
Ciearfieid,  Ky.  40313 

Raine,  Richmond,  V a. 
804-358-7621 

Judy,  Columbia,  S.C. 

803- 782-9343 

Jenny,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

804- 973-8552 

Judy,  Baltimore,  Md. 
301-426-7502 


I  esb  i  ans 

Atlanta  Lesbian  Feminist  A! i iance 

p.o.  box  5502 
Atlanta,  Ga.  30307 


j?  / 


lesbians  (con’t) 


Austin  Lesbian  Organization 
p.o.  box  3301 
Austin,  Texas  78764 


Drastic  Dykes 

P.O.  Box  3302 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

28203 


Gay  Organization 


GO-CC 


p.o.  box  675 

Corpus  Christi,  Texas  78403 

Lesbian  Feminists  of  Virginia 

p.o.  box  6184 
Norf o Ik,  Va .  23507 

Lez  Bee  Inn 

(half  way  to  Florida,  near  Charleston,  the  Dew  Drop  Inn  of  the 
travelling  dyke  -  write  first) 
c/o  1109  E.  Cooper  Ave. 

Folly  Beach,  S.C.  29439 

Triad  Lesbian  Feminists 
p.o.  box  5081 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27103 

Triangle  Area  Lesbian  Feminists 

p.o.  box  954 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27514 


women  in  business 


Abraxas,  Ltd. 

1200  W.  Alabama 
Houston,  Texas  77006 

A  feminist  bookstore,  headshop,  and  expanding  into  plants. 

A  complete  selection  of  underground  comics  and  books  dealing  with 
unusual  art  and  mindtrips. 


women  in  business 


(con ’  t ) 


A 1 batross 
Box  II 2 

III  South  Harrison  St. 

East  Orange,  N.J.  07017 

a  radical  lesbian  feminist  magazine,  satire  a  specialty, 
subscription:  $4.50  per  year 

Alice  James  Books 

138  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02138 

Published  by  the  Aiice  James  Poetry  Cooperative,  Inc. 

Recently  published,  FALLING  OFF  THE  ROOF  by  Karen  Lindsay,  a 
sensitive  feminist  poet,  who  can  touch  the  strongest  and 
angriest  places  of  all  of  us  and  can  also  express  our 
weakest  and  loneliest  times.  Karen  has  contributed  to  sfc 
and  spent  several  months  in  north  Carolina  covering  the 
Joann  Little  trial  as  a  journalist.  Write  Alice  James  Books 
for  information  regarding  other  excellent  poetry  collections. 

Amazon  Quarterly 

395  60th  St. 

Oakland,  California  94618 

has  stopped  regular  publication,  but  left  with  the  publication  cf 
a  book,  Lesbian  Reader,  the  best  of  the  Amazon  Quarterly, 
price:  $4.50  (bulk  rates  available) 

Amazon  Poetry 
from:  Out  and  Out  Books 
44  Seventh  Avenue 
Brook  I yn ,  N . Y .  I  I  2  I  7 

an  anthology  of  Lesbian  poetry.  Request  information  about  other 
women’s  works. 

Butter  and  Brass 

from:  Women’s  Poetry  Collective 

c/o  4304  McGirts  Blvd. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  32210 


women  in  business 


(con 1 1 ) 


Butte"  and  Brass  (con’t) 

an  anthology  of  women’s  poetry  from  the  Women’s  Poetry  Collective 
of  Jacksonville,  price:  $1.25  each. 

Feminist  Art  Journal 
4!  '-lontgomery  Place 
Brook  I  yn ,  N . Y .  I  I  2  I  5 

A  unique  quarterly  dealing  with  women  in  the  arts.  Their  aim 
is  to  enhance  the  status  of  women  in  all  the  arts. 

Feminist  Connection  Bookshop 

1225  W.  Platt  St. 

Tampa,  Fla.  33606 

Besides  a  good  selection  of  books,  they  carry  records,  women- 
rnace  pottery,  jewelry,  etc.  sfc  sold  here! 


Feminist  Invention  Group,  Inc. 

333  East  49th  St. 

220  X  2? 

Niev.  vork,  New  York  10017 

A  ccmcletely  women-contro I  I ed  business  run  by  women  and  utilizing 
tne  services  of  women. 

Available: 

Two  Terrific  Feminist  Booklets 

26  cuick  witted  ’’Answers  to  Those  Male  Chauvinist  Putdowns"  in 
the  street,  office,  bar  and  home.  $1.00  each.  Help  the  MCP 
in  your  life.  Raise  a  little  hell  and  a  little  consciousness. 
Give  him:  "So  You  Want  to  Date  a  Feminist  -  A  Complete  Guide” 
$1*22  each.  Indicate  booklet  desired  and  send  check  to  the 
abo/e  address. 

F  i  rs t  Th  ?  nqs  F i rst 

p.o.  oox  9041 
Washington,  D.C. 

Boevs  nor  women  -  femai I  order  house  with  a  very  complete 
selection.  Write  for  free  catalogue. 


women  in  business 


Ga i a ’ s  Guide 
I  I  5  Montgomery  St. 

San  Francisco,  Calif.  94105 

An  international  Guide  for  lesbians  (and  other  women) 
bars,  women’s  centers,  women’s  groups,  etc. 


Iris  Films 
Box  2934 

Washington,  D.C.  20013 

A  new  National  Women’s  Film  Company  formed  to  make  films  by 
and  about  women  more  widely  accessible  to  viewers  and  to  make 
it  possible  for  more  women  to  become  involved  in  filmmaking. 

Lammas  Women’s  Shop 

321  7th  St. ,  S.E. 

Washington,  D.C. 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Friday  11-6,  Saturday  10-6 

Lammas  specialized  in  Handcrafted  silver  jewelry,  other  fine  arts 

and  crafts,  and  books  and  records.  All  our  arts  and  crafts  are 
handmade  by  women. 

Lesbian  Connection 

Ambitious  Amazons 
P.0.  Box  8 1  I 

East  Lansing,  Mich.  48823 

A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and  ideas  by,  for,  and  about 
Lesbians  (donations  are  always  welcome).  For  a  subscription 
simply  send  your  name,  address  and  zipcode  to  the  above  address. 

Lo II i pop  Power 

p .o .  box  1171 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27514 

A  feminist  collective  devoted  to  publishing  non-sexist  children’s 
literature.  Books  avoid  sex  role  stereotyping.  For  a  list  of 
publ ications,  more  information,  speakers,  write  to  the  abov- 
address.  Two  books  just  released  are: 


women  in  business  (con’t) 


Just  Momma  and  Me  by  Christine  Eng  I  a  Eber.  Regina  tells  her  story  of 
being  adopted  by  Momma,  then  learning  to  accept  Momma’s  friend, 
Karl,  and  eventually  a  new  baby.  Ages  4-8.  $2.00 

Amy  and  the  Cloudbasket  by  Eilen  Pratt,  illustrated  by  Lisa  Russell. 

A  young  girl  challenges  the  traditional  assignment  of  job  by  sex 
in  this  fantasy  poem  set  in  the  mountain  community  of  Pan. 

Ages  3-8.  $2.00 

Mothermoon 
p.o.  box  8182 

Greensboro,  North  Carolina  27410 

Is  the  creation  of  an  impatient  poet  and  an  energetic  bookseller. 

A  strictly  woman-run  venture,  Mothermoon  is  happy  to  announce  her 
first  book:  Thrushwings  by  Julia  j.  Blizin. 

A  soft  cover  poetry  book,  $3.00 

Motorcycle  Woman  Newsletter 

333  E.  49th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  i 00 i 7 

A  publication  for  women  who  ride...o~  want  to. 
odout  great  women  riders,  racing  events,  buying 
information,  subscriber  news  and  mere.  Special 
subscription,  $5.00.  Send  check  or  money  order 
and  address  to  the  above  address. 

Off  Our  Backs 
1724  20th  Street,  N.E. 

Washington,  D.C.  20009 

Feminist  newsjournal  with  coverage  ana  analysis  of  an  emerging 
women’s  culture.  Subscription:  Sc. 00  per  twelve  issues. 

Pot  Latch 
i 200  West  Alabama 
Houston,  Texas  77006 

Handcrafted  items  by  Betty  Ott. 

Porpoise  Press 
Box  328,  West  Hempstead 
New  York  I  I  552 


Features  stories 
tips,  riding 
i ntroductory 
with  your  name 


women  in  business  (con’t) 


(Porpoise  Press,  con’t) 

Martha  and  Lucy  Van  Felix-Wilde  from  the  album  ”A  Few  Loving  Women” 
distributed  by  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation  of  New  York  have  written 
a  book.  The  R i pen i ng  Fig.  They  will  a  I  so  be  i n  North  Caro  I i na  in 
May.  Write  if  you  would  I  ike  them  to  do  a  reading  for  your  group. 

Quest 

p.o.  box  8843 
Washington,  D.C.  20003 

A  feminist  quarterly  with  excellent  articles,  poetry. 

Subscriptions:  $7.00  per  year. 

Second  Wave 

p.o.  box  344,  Cambridge  A 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02139 

A  feminist  magazine  exploring  issues  and  news. 

Subscriptions:  $3.50  per  four  issues. 

Union  W.A.G.E. 

p.o.  box  462 

Berke  I  ey,  Ca  I  i  f  orn  i  a  9470 1 

Union  Women’s  Alliance  to  Gain  Equality.  Women’s  union  news. 

Women  in  D ? str j but  ion ,  Inc. 

p.o.  box  8858 
Washington,  D.C.  20003 

A  national  women’s  wholesale  distributor  of  women’s  books,  records, 
posters,  journals.  Distributing  to  women’s  and  ’’establishment”  book¬ 
stores,  libraries,  women’s  centers,  women’s  studies  courses.  Es¬ 
pecially  interested  in  small  press  work.  Contacts:  Cynthia  Gair, 
Helaine  Harris. 

Womancraf t  . 

407  West  Franklin  St. 

Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina  27414 


A  women’s  craft  collective. 


\3~ional  Conference 


Tne  olanning  of  a  national  lesbian/feminist  conference  is  now  in  the 
early  stages.  Plans  were  set  into  motion  at  the  Women’s  Caucus  during 
the  Gay  Academic  Union  Conference  in  New  York  City  over  Thanksgiving. 
The  women  there  felt  they  needed  more  time  and  space  together  than 
the  3AU  Conference  afforded  them. 

The  tentative  plan  is  to  hold  the  conference  somewhere  in  the  South 
(possibly  Nashville  or  Atlanta)  this  summer  (possibly  late  July 
or  ear i y  August) . 

National  Coordinator  Julia  P.  Stanley  (Department  of  English, 

University  of  South  Dakota,  Vermillion,  S.D.  57069)  and  the 
four  volunteer  Regional  Coordinators  are  seeking  grass  roots 
input  on  questions  like:  Do  we  want  speakers/pane  I  s/workshops/ 
enrerta i nment?  Who  will  do  them?  Do  we  want  campgrounds/  college 
campuses/  hotels?  How  will  we  finance  it?  How  do  we  get  the  word 
out?  How  do  we  provide  for  those  with  special  needs,  e.g.  vegetarians, 
physically  handicapped,  children?  What  should  be  our  primary  goal 
for  the  conference?  Who  has  skills  or  resources  they  might 


A  regional  conference  in  each 
for  the  national  conference. 
(4731  Hydes  Ferry  Pike,  Nashv 
wr i tes : 


region  is  also  planned  as  preparation 
Dee  Graham,  Southern  Region  Coordinator 
lie,  Tennessee  37218,  615-255-9969), 


At  the  time  of  tne  GAU  Conference,  the  Southern  women  present 
agreed  to  work  to  make  the  national  lesbian/feminist  conference 
happen  in  our  region,  since  we  were  the  only  group  outside  of 
New  York  who  volunteered,  since  Northern  chauvinism  was 
rampant,  and  since  we  were  searching  for  a  more  centralized 
location  than  the  Northeast  for  a  na+ional  conference. 


She  really  wants  this 
so  contact  her  if  you 


to  be  a  grassroots  planned  and  oriented  event, 
have  ideas  or  resources  to  volunteer. 


by  Pokey  Anderson/quoted  from 
from  Pointblank  Times 


Selection  from:  Songs  to  a  Silver  Unicorn  for  Jo,  with  love 

III.  Statement  of  purpose 

hey - wor  I  d , 

can  you  hear  me? 

i  hope  so  becuase  i  have  a  lot  to 

say  and  i ’m  only  saying  it  once - 

so  if  you  miss  it - 

T.S.  and  i  don’t  mean  Eliot. 


i’m  putting  by  drag  bag  in  the  trunk  of  my  car 
to  be  hauled  out  only  when  Jo  and  i 
are  drunk  and  in  need  of  a  laugh 


i’m  putting  a  splint  on  my  limp 

wrist  to  keep  it  from  flipping - - 

i’m  not  being  a  caricature  of  a 

drag  queen  anymore - i’m  going  to  make  me 

have  plans  for  my  life - 

i’m  going  to  be  me 


no  more  silent  scream i 
own  creat i ng---no  more 

pain  and  the  fears 


ng  i n  a  c I oset  of 
hiding  the 


my 


i  am  going  to  tough  other  women  and 

let  them  touch  me 

stroke  me  with  their  eyes 

and  under  their  soft,  searching  mouths 

i  am  going  to  laugh  and  scream  and 

recognize  me  for  what  i  am 

in  the  sunlight  of  outward  reaching 
minds  i  am  going  to  grow  and 
stretch  myself  to  greet 
the  mind  that  waited  so  long 
for  me  to  reach  back 

Do  you  hear  that  world? 

Do  you  understand? 

i’ve  come  too  far  now 
to  be  hounded  back  into 
my  mental  closet 

i ’ve  tasted  women 
and  i’d  rather  starve 

than  eat  meat  again.  Toni  Hayes 

Durham,  N.C. 
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Dessie  X  Woods  and  Cheryl  Todd  Convicted! 

’’Cheryl  S.  Todd,  23,  and  Dessie  X.  Woods,  30,  have  been  sentenced. 
Cheryl  received  a  5-year  sentence  for  Theft  by  taking  with  3j 
years  of  the  sentence  to  be  served  on  probation  while  Dessie  was 
given  a  10  year  sentence  for  voluntary  Manslaughter  and  a  12  year 
sentence  for  Armed  Robbery  with  both  of  the  sentences  to  run 
concurrent  I y .  Their  convictions  stem  from  an  incident  in  which 
both  were  charged  with  murder  and  armed  robbery  in  the  death  of  a 
white  insurance  salesman  who  was  attempting  to  rape  the  two  women. 


In  the  wake  of  the  black  community  once  again  witnessing  a  brutal 
’’miscarriage  of  justice,”  as  in  the  case  of  Woods-Todd,  the  important 
function  we  have  now  is  to  sustain  our  efforts  in  mobilizing  and 
generating  continued  support  in  behalf  of  Dessie  and  Cheryl. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Dessie  and  Cheryl’s  lawyers  have  filed 
notices  of  appeal  to  higher  courts,  the  overall  mobilizing  efforts 
of  their  Defense  Committees  must  not  be  left  to  dwindle  and  die! 

Now,  moreso  than  ever,  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  burden  of 
these  efforts  to  be  incorporated  into  more  active  assistance  while 
at  the  same  time  propagating  as  much  inspiring  information  into  the 
black  community  as  possible.  The  necessity  for  this  type  of 
particular  action  stems  from  two  very  important  ramifications 
that  were  revealed  during  the  four  month  old  struggle. 

First,  inspite  of  the  fact  that  the  broad  base  appeal  to  excite  com¬ 
munity  interst  could  have  been  much  more  responsive,  the  efforts  we 
generated  of  actually  creating  the  Committee,  soliciting  funds  for 
legal  fees,  petitioning  the  comm, unity,  and  i ncorporat i ng  involvement 
actually  afforded  Sisters  Dessie  and  Cheryl  an  opportunity  to  receive 
much  lighter  sentences  even  if  they  were  unjustly  deserved.  When 
one  observes  the  blatantly  oppressive  environment  of  the  Alamo  County 
area  and  the  anti-black  record  of  Judge  O’Connor,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  visualize  the  potential  possibilities  that  would  have  confronted 
the  two  women  has  there  not  been  a  mobilizing  effort  at  all.  So, 
with  this  frame  of  reference  in  mind,  the  reward  to  ourselves  can 
easily  be  interpreted  as  re-corn i trnent  to  struggle. 

Second,  both  of  these  beautiful  sisters  are  mothers  and  they  will 
approach  i ncarcerat ion  with  the  uncanny  paranoia  that  they  will 
temporarily  be  unable  to  offer  their  children  the  love  only  they 
are  able  to  continuously  express!  This  must  truly  be  a  learning 
lesson  in  fact  becuase  we  snould  now  be  able  to  understand  more 
directly  that  our  community  survival  is  closely  interwoven  with  the 
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survival  of  all  our  progressive  institutions!  Now  that  we  have 
structured  our  mobilizing  efforts  to  a  defense  of  these  sisters 
rights,  as  we  continue,  we  can  also  structure  our  mobilizing  efforts 
to  offer  their  children  the  guidance  and  understanding  they f I  I  need 
to  correctly  deal  with  this  traumatic  experience.  This  will  not 
only  afford  ourselves  with  an  opportunity  to  grow,  but  the  chances 
are  greatly  heightened  that  we  can  win  the  spirits  of  two  very 
strong  sisters  over  into  a  life  of  progressive  struggle. 

We  have  witnessed  a  number  of  individuals  express  interest  in  the 
dilemna  of  Sisters  Dessie  and  Cheryl!  What  needs  to  be  done  now  in 
order  to  creat  a  more  dynamic  and  functional  institution  is  to  bring 
about  a  balance  between  the  unique  talents  and  contributions  of 
individuals  and  the  increadible  potential  quantities  of  energy  which 
flows  from  the  community!  This  would  give  us  a  more  essential 
unity  of  creation  enabling  us  to  then  help  develop  greater  channels 
of  flexibility  and  spur  more  black  folk  to  take  their  own  struggle 
to  hear.  Lets  continue  the  defense  of  our  own  Black  Sisters! 

Keep  Alive  the  Defense  Committee!” 


from  the  Dessie  X  Woods  and 
Cheryl  Todd  Defense 
Organization,  Inc. 
P.0.  Box  1935 
Atlanta,  Ga.  3030 1 


sfc  would  like  to  state  the  right  of  women  to  defend  themselves 
against  rape  has  not  yet  been  established  except  in  our  minds. 

The  courts  continue  to  believe  that  women  should  defend  themselves 
to  the  death  -  their  own  death,  not  the  attacker’s.  Cheryl 
and  Dessie  are  facing,  the  dual  problems  of  racism  and  sexism 
and  need  the  support  of  everyone  concerned  with  these  issues. 
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Jill  Raymond  Not  Yet  Released! 


’’Jill  Raymond  is  the  remaining  "witness”  of  six  persons  (5  lesbians 
and  I  gay  man)  who  had  initially  refused  to  talk  to  the  FBI  about 
their  a  Hedged  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  Susan  Saxe  and  Kathryn 
Powers  who  lived  briefly  in  Lexington,  Kentucky  during  July  of  1974. 
They  were  two  Lesoian  fugitives  on  the  FBI Ts  ten  most  wanted  list  for 
bank  robbery  and  murder  of  policemen  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia.  Their 
true  identities  were  unknown  to  anyone  in  Lexington. 

After  their  refusal  to  talk  to  the  FBI,  the  6  were  subpoenaed  to  the 
Federal  Grand  Jury  in  Lexington,  where  they  refused  to  testify  on  the 
grounds  of  the  1st,  4th,  5th,  8th,  and  9th  amendments.  They  were  taken 
to  court,  grated  ’’use  immunity”  which  took  away  their  5th  amendment 
right  and  meant  the  court  was  ordering  them  to  testify. 

Grand  Juries  were  originally  designed  to  protect  the  innocent  from 
unnecessary  indictments.  They  were  only  in  existence  to  bring  an 
indictment  down  if  there  was  sufficient  evidence.  But  in  this  case, 
the  courts  (FBI  included)  were  only  looking  for  information  since  there 
was  no  possibility  of  indicting  any  of  the  witnesses  themselves.  The 
two  fugitives  had  been  indicted  years  previously. 

•The  six  were  resubpoenaed  and  again  refused  to  testify.  At  this  point 
they  were  immediately  herded  into  the  kangaroo  court  for  days.  They 
were  all  found  ”in  civil  contempt”.  "Civil”  because  they  were  convictec 
of  no  crime.  i hen  They  were  sentenced  to  jail  for  the  life  term  of  the 
grand  jury.  In  this  case,  14  months.  It  was  "intended"  on i y  as  a 
coercive  measure  io  force  them  to  testify,  and  not  as  a  punitive  measure 
By  the  end  of  two  months,  the  other  five,  for  personal  and  emotional 
reasons  (one  being  that  none  of  the  women  were  mentally  prepared  for 
such  a  situation)  had  testified  and  were  released. 

The  case  was  appealed.  Appeals  court  sent  it  back  down  to  the  district 
court  for  "justification”  of  the  subpoenaes  and  questioning.  The  case 
was  sent  back  to  Cincinnati  where  it  was  lost.  At  this  point,  Jill’s 
lawyers  filed  a  grumbles  motion  that  in  effect  is  saying  that  since  she 
has  remained  si  lent  for  a  number  of  months,  the  coercive  powers  have 
failed  and  she  should  be  released.  Within  two  hours  after  the  motion 

'^as  ^  ^ ec^  ~^e  radio  announced  its  rejection  by  Judge  Moynihan  as  beinq 
petty  and  frivolous". 


Presently,  Jill's  lawyers  are  trying  to  obtain  a  transfer  to  a  federal 

prison  so  that  should  could  at  least  get  out  of  the  dinqy  hell-hole 
sheTs  in  now. 


Sisters,  we  need  your  support  immediately!  Please  write  letters 
(your  local  paper.  Attorney  General  Edward  Levi,  Justice  Dept., 
Washington,  D.C.  20530,  and  to  Jill,  c/o  L.3.J.D.F.,  P.0.  Box 
1733,  Lexington,  Ky.,  40501).  If  Jill  is  resubpoenaed  after  her 
release,  we  must  have  an  outraged  cry  from  all  our  sisters.  We 
must  not  a  I  low  them  to  weiid  any  more  power  tnan  they  already 
have . M 

from:  Political  Defense  Committee 
Lesbian  Feminist  Union 
p.o.  box  3764 
Lou i sv i I  I e,  Ky .  4Q20 1 


also:  Lexington  Grand  Jury  Defense  Fund 

P.O.  Box  1733 
Lexington,  Ky.  50401 
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